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SUBJ: CONVERSATION WITH BANGLADESH AMB TO IRAN 

1. BANGLADESH AMB DOHA, WHO SEEMS WELL CONNECTED WITH THE CURRENT 
MLA LEADERSHIP IN PAKISTAN, HAS SHOWN ME IN GREAT CONEIDENCE A 
MESSAGE WHICH HE SENT RECENTLY TO DACCA. THE MESSAGE REPORTS ON 
THE VISIT TO TEHRAN OF A BRIGADIER WHO IS HEAD OF INTELLIGENCE FOR 
THE MLA. HE ALLEGEDLY CAME HERE TO VISIT WITH THE HEAD OF SAVAK AND 
THE SENIOR IRANIAN MILITARY INTELLIGENCE OFFICER. 

2. ACCORDING TO DOHA'S REPORT, THE PAKISTANIS WISHED TO ASSURE IRAN 
ON SEVERAL POINTS OF INTEREST. FIRST, THEY WISHED TO STATE THAT 
THE MLA WANTED GOOD RELATIONS WITH IRAN. SECOND, THEY SAID THEY 
WERE PREPARED TO ABANDON THE "CONFRONTATION POLICY" WITH INDIA. 

THIRD, THEY WISHED TO IMPROVE THEIR RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED 
STATES. FINALLY, THEY ENCOURAGED IRAN TO MAINTAIN ITS ACTIVE, CLOSE 
TIES WITH INDIA. 

3. DOHA COMMENTED THAT NONE OF THESE STATEMENTS SOUNDED LIKE 
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THOSE OF A CARETAKER GROUP. HE THEN WENT ON TO OFFER HIS VIEW (PART 
OF WHICH WAS BASED ON CONVERSATION WITH THE PAK BRIGADIER) THAT 
THERE WOULD BE NO REPEAT NO GENERAL ELECTIONS IN PAKISTAN NEXT 
MONTH. HE SAID PAKS WERE STUDYING BANGLADESH EXAMPLE AND WOULD PRO- 
BABLY OPT EOR LOCAL ELECTIONS, NOT HIGHER THAN THE COUNCIL LEVEL. 

HE THOUGHT THEY WOULD PUT OFE GENERAL ELECTIONS INDEFINITELY. HE 
THOUGHT BHUTTO'S ARREST WOULD MAKE THIS DECISION EASIER. 
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4. DOHA THEN WENT ON TO RATTLE OFF A LIST OF NAMES AND PARTY 
AFFILIATIONS WHICH WERE ALIEN TO MY GRASP OF THE SITUATION IN 
PAKISTAND AND CONCLUDED THAT A NUMBER OF THESE WOULD BE BROUGHT 
INTO AN "INTERIM " GOVT TO BE HEADED BY GEN ZIA. HE SAID THE TOUCH- 
STONE OF THIS AGGREGATION WOULD BE TO BUILD ON THE "NEW BASE" 

IN PAKISTAN POLITICS, WHICH WOULD BE A COALITION OF THE "MILITARY 
AND THE MULLAHS". HE DESCRIBED THIS GROUP AS THE SAUDI ARABIAN WING 
AND FELT THAT ITS ESSENTIAL OPPOSITION WAS THE GROUP WHICH HE CALLED 
THE LIBYAN WING. 

5. IN DOHA'S VIEW, THE MLA WILL PROBABLY KEEP ITS OPTIONS OPEN 
UNTIL THE FIRST WEEK IN OCTOBER, AND THEN PROCEED TO MODIFY THEIR 
PLANS IN THE MANNER SUGGESTED ABOVE. (ZELLI, FORMER IRANIAN AMB 
TO PAKISTAN, HAS MADE THE SAME OBSERVATION TO ME). 

6. COMMENT: I RELAY ALL THIS FOR WHAT IT MAY BE WORTH VERY LARGELY 
BECAUSE DOHA IS CONSIDERED BY OTHER OFFICERS IN THE EMB TO BE VERY 
KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT PAKISTAN AND AN INTELLIGENT, ACCURATE REPORTER. 
SULLIVAN 
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